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Conservation and Development of the Thai Children’s Folk Play Wisdom in

Northeastern Thailand
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the factors affecting the conservation of the wisdom
of Thai children’s folk plays in the Northeast, to find ways to sustain the folk play wisdom, and to study
the value of these folk plays for the children’s cognitive, emotional, social and physical development. This
research is an action research. Participants in the study were nine school administrators, 40 teachers, 400
students, and 40 community leaders and local sages. The instruments of the study consisted of an interview
form collecting the opinions toward the conservation factors, a survey form, manuscripts documenting the
Thai children’s folk play wisdom, a children’s folk play evaluation form, and a form to record the process of
conducting these folk plays. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, frequency, and mean. The
findings indicate that (1) the factors affecting the conservation of the Thai children’s folk play wisdom in the
Northeast are personal, family, economy, technology, and communication, (2) ways to sustain the wisdom of
these folk plays include the following: allowing the children’s folk plays to become part of the school’'s policy,
having communities and responsible agencies adapt the playing method for the school, reviving the folk plays
on a variety of occasions in communities as a way to preserve and transmit the wisdom, and consistently
using knowledge and technology to speed up and disseminate the wisdom, and (3) the Thai children’s folk

play wisdom has resulted in positive physical, emotional, social and cognitive development of the children.

Keywords : conservation and development, Northeast Thailand, Thai children’s folk play wisdom
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