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ASEAN: The Centrality of Architecture for Regional Economic Cooperation in Asia
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study (1) ASEAN’s approach toward external economic
relations, or ASEAN’s integration into the global economy, by reviewing ASEAN’s commitments in FTAs/CEP
vis-a-vis its external commitments, such as ASEAN+1 FTAs, ASEAN+3 FTAs, ASEAN+6 FTAs, and the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), and (2) ASEAN'’s position on regional economic
cooperation architecture in Asia, in light of the fact that the AEC Blueprint and ASEAN Charter also
emphasize the importance of “ASEAN Centrality” in this process. The study revealed that the building of

relationships with non-ASEAN countries was progressing strongly. ASEAN could integrate more into the
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global economy by the establishment of the RCEP, which would integrate all five of the ASEAN+1 FTAs into

a regional economic framework; this was expected to be concluded by the end of 2015 and would involve a

region accounting for almost half of the global market and about a third of the world’s economic output.

Moreover, the RCEP model is deeper than the existing FTA co-operation and it supports equitable economic

development in the areas of trade liberalization in goods, services and investment, technical cooperation,

trade facilitation, intellectual property, and dispute settlement. Lastly, ASEAN should take the lead in the

RCEP framework, so that it could achieve the goal of “ASEAN Centrality” in the regional architecture of Asia.

Keywords : ASEAN, Asia, centrality, architecture for regional economic cooperation
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