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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study was to survey the Self-Directed Learning Readiness (SDLR) levels
exhibited by Ramkhamhaeng University students studying in seven faculties, namely, Faculty of Laws,
Faculty of Business Administration, Faculty of Humanities, Faculty of Education, Faculty of Science, Faculty
of Political Science and Faculty of Economics. It also aimed to compare: the students’ SDLR mean with the
criterion mean of 4.00 (from the full score of 5.00) and the students’ SDLR as distinguished by gender,
admission year (or ID Code), having or not having a part-time job during a study, GPA and faculty. The
population of this study was students studying in the seven faculties and being admitted in B.E. 2553 (ID
Code 2553) and in B.E. 2554 (ID Code 54). Using ratio sampling, students from each faculty and each year
were selected. The sample size for each year was 1,570 and the total sample size was 3,140 students.
Returned and completed questionnaires were 3,060 or 97.45 percent. The instrument of this study was the
measurement of Self-Directed Learning Readiness (SDLR). In which was developed by the researcher, from
the earlier research. The item analysis showed that the discriminant of an item has value during 0.276 to
0.688. The Reliability of the instrument was 0.962. The analysis of data was used the inferential statistics,
there were one sample test, t-independent sample-t and analysis of variance (ANOVA). Findings of the
research were as follows : (1) Students’ SDLR mean was compared to the criterion mean of 4.00, they were
statistically significantly less than the criterion of mean. However, when they were analyzed separately
according to each factor, students’ SDLR mean in all faculties were statistically significantly higher than or
equal to the criterion mean of 4.00 in two factors-SD and LE. When being analyzed by the factor, every
faculty showed that means of these two factors were statistically significantly higher than or equal to the
criterion mean. (2) When male and female students’ SDLR were compared, even though the overall means

were not different, analyses of the individual factors revealed that females had a statistically significantly
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higher SD than males, whereas males were higher in the following factors: DK KS OK. (3) ID Code 53 and
ID Code 54 students’ SDLR means were not found to be statistically significantly different. However, when
they were compared by the factor, ID Code 54 students’ SDLR mean was significantly higher than ID Code
53’s in only one factor, namely, PL. When SDLR were compared by faculty, the overall and individual SDLR
means of ID Code 53 and ID Code 54 students in all faculties were not found to be different, except for ID
Code 53 Science students who had a higher mean in WF than ID Code 54 students. (4) Overall SDLR
means between students having and having no part-time job in all faculties were not different. Even when
they were compared to faculty, they still showed no difference. (5) Students with different levels of GPA
(high, medium and low) were statistically significantly different in overall SDLR mean, and in all factors.
Students with high GPA had a higher overall and individual SDLR means than those with lower GPA. (6)
When students’ SDLR in four faculty groups-Law, Political Science, Social Science, and Science, and
Business Administration-were compared, they were found to be statistically significantly different at the 0.05
level. Since the comparison among the four faculty groups did not reveal sufficient specific details, another
comparison of SDLR among the seven faculties were made. It was founded that they were statistically
significantly different, with the Faculty of Education students showing the highest SDLR mean. The posthoc
tests conducted revealed that. The Faculty of Education students had a statistically significantly higher overall

SDLR mean than students from the Faculties of Political Science, Humanities and Business Administration.

Keywords : SDL, SDLR, self-directed learning, self-directed learning readiness student of Ramkhamhaeng
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