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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are as follows: 1) to study the situation of labor inspection in Thailand as
well as the problems and obstacles which it faces; 2) to compare the labor inspection system in Thailand
with those in selected countries and the ILO; 3) to study the supporting role of the government agencies,
communities, and NGOs in order to create networking for efficient labor inspection; 4) to create an
appropriate and effective labor inspection system that is able to protect Thai workers. Both documentary and
field researches were utilized. In documentary research, the labor inspection systems in 10 countries
including the United States, the United Kingdom, South Korea, Malaysia, and the Philippines were
investigated. This also included investigation of the ILO’s labor standards. In the field research, a
questionnaire and in-depth interviews were used. A total of 837 employees and employers from various
regions and industries as well as 50 informants such as academics, administrators, inspectors and
representatives of international organizations were interviewed. The study found that (1) the working
conditions and welfare of the workers in manufacturing industries, commerce, transportation and services are
better than in other sectors, especially those in construction, agriculture, the offshore fishery and home
workers. The study found that most of the employers in large enterprises provide their employees with the
rights and benefits stipulated by the labor law. About 35.71% of employers do not provide formal
employment contracts for their workers. About 35.71 % of these employers also revealed that they never met
the labor inspector at their working places. (2) Investigation of the labor inspection systems in countries
selected for the study found that although the main work was done by the various governments, several
methods such as the reporting and networking system, the complaints system, and the tri-partite system were
utilized depending on the level of development of each country. (3) In-depth interviews revealed that
problems of labor inspection derive from various sources. This includes inefficient of coordination among the
government agencies themselves as well as between the inspection agency and the communities. Parts of
the entrepreneurs did not understand why labor inspection is necessary. (4) The study revealed that it is
very important for Thailand to make the labor inspection system more efficient to cope with globalization. The
study proposed the networking model that will utilize various participants including private, government,

NGOs and community as networking.

Keywords: development of labor inspection
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Year GDP Export + Import Values (% Trend / GDP)
Goods Service Total
2533 2,183,545 1,421,549 248,064 1,669,613 76.46
2534 2,506,635 1,688,353 301,093 1,989,446 79.37
2535 2,830,914 1,835,784 399,529 2,235,313 78.96
2536 3,165,222 2,064,541 483,002 2,547,543 80.49
2537 3,629,341 2,462,880 546,762 3,009,642 82.93
2538 4,186,212 3,137,116 664,090 3,801,206 90.80
2539 4,611,041 3,175,451 750,018 3,925,469 85.13
2540 4,732,610 3,664,431 830,731 4,495,162 94.98
2541 4,626,447 3,859,035 867,312 4,726,347 102.16
2542 4,637,079 3,950,180 887,554 4,837,734 104.33
2543 4,916,505 5,244,444 926,744 6,171,188 125.52
2544 5,123,418 5,494,109 958,250 6,452,359 125.94
2545 5,451,854 5,557,102 1,107,334 6,664,436 122.24
2546 5,938,879 6,318,241 1,111,622 7,429,863 125.11
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