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The Problems of Thai Language Usages of Secondary School Students
in Bangkok Metropolis
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to study problems of Thai usages among grades 7 — 12 secondary
school students in Bangkok Metropolis, 2) to compare Thai usages among each level of secondary school
students, and 3) to summarize the Bangkok Metropolis outstanding secondary school teacher’s suggestions
regarding ways and means to solve the problems of Thai language usages. The samples of the study were
classified into two groups. The first were stratified 348 students who answered the questionnaires and the
latter were eight experts, selected by purposive sampling to discuss and exchange information. Focus group
methodology was applied to find resolutions on Thai misuses. Research instruments consisted of two sets of
questionnaires on problems of Thai usages for grade 7 -9 students and for grade 10-12 students. Data were
analyzed by percentage, means, standard deviation, One-Way ANOVA, Scheffé’s post-hoc comparison using
Statistical Package for Social Science. The findings were as follows: 1) Overall problems of Thai language
usages among grade 7-9 students were at the average level. When each problem was analyzed further, it
was found that problems of reading and listening were at the highest level. Problems of pronunciation,
writing, word usage and word sequence in sentence were at the average level. For grade 10 — 12 students,
overall problems of Thai usage were at the average level. Problems found in this study were word usage,
pronunciation, writing, sentence usage and reading, speaking and listening. 2) The comparisons of the
problems of Thai language usages among secondary school students at each level revealed that. 2.1) The
Third Level (Grades 7-9): The problems of Thai language usages by students in different grade levels
differed statistically significantly at the .05 level in all areas. When a post hoc Scheffé test was applied, it
was found that each pair was statistically significantly different. In particular, grade 9 students had got a
higher mean score than other grade levels, except in the area of listening in which grade 7 had got the
highest mean score. 2.2) The Fourth Level (Grade10-12): The problems of Thai language usages by students
in different grade levels differed statistically significantly at the .05 level in all areas. When a post-hoc Scheffé
test was applied, it was found that each pair was statistically significantly different. In particular, grade 10
students had got a higher mean score than other grade levels, except in the area of grade 12 students’
pronunciation had got the highest mean score. 3) The resolutions resulted from brain-storming sessions
among the outstanding secondary school teachers, who acted as the expert group suggesting the ways and
means to solve the Thai language usage problems, were to provide various remedial activities as follows:
language clinics, reading activities, Thai language contests or competitions, drama, game show hosting,

narrations from pictures, and skill exercise books.

Keywords: Thai problem usage, regarding ways to solve the problem
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anuuAndIuatdiEi N 9ahafiizau .05
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I Insannssununga (focus group) Wtaua

lagmMInTTI AR (descriptive analysis)
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