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ABSTRACT

The research on National Land Use Planning consists of four objectives: to identify land use
problems inside the city, its vicinity, and in rural areas; to analyze trends of land use problems in the future;
to review policies and views of past and present land use planning; and to propose recommendations that
can address past weaknesses in order to deduce a National Land Use Plan which all concerned agencies
can adopt as a tool for land use administration of the country. To achieve such objectives, the analytical
research had been conducted. Secondary data regarding past and present government policies on National
Land Use Planning, outcomes of implementation as well as the emerging land use problems had been
reviewed. The survey of primary data on visions of stakeholders had been carried out in three provinces,
namely Nakhon Ratchasima, Kanchanaburi and Prathum Thani. The study result shows that the policies and
views on land use planning existed for no less than four decades and had been implemented by fifteen
agencies in six Ministries, including the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. Each agency prepared their
plans in response to their specific jurisdictions. Many land use plans were established but none could be
adopted as a master plan for all. Area overlapping appeared to be a problem. Once the land use plans were
inefficient, it followed that problems emerged in the city, its vicinity and rural areas in a chainlike manner. In
the city, environmental problems severely affected quality of life of people and expanded into the vicinity
and rural areas. In the vicinity, suitable lands for cultivation had lost. Encroachment of state land for
earning a living happened in rural areas. Soil degradation and pollution from factories led to conflicts
among land use stakeholders across the country. Considering tendency of future population growth and its
effect in the lack of lands to support the required land use activities, it could be surmised that the level of

present land use problems will be greater and also lead to more conflicts.

In order to reduce such land use problems and conflicts, formulation of the National Land Use Plan,
by improving existing land use zones to suit with present and future situations, has been proposed in such a
way that it would be adopted by all agencies as a master plan, basic principles and tools for future land use
administration of the country. In addition, by participation of all groups of stakeholder, a proposed draft

National Land Use Act should be enforced for land use sustainability.

Keywords: land use
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